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Abstract: Despite publications to the contrary, the hybrid between Sarracenia flava and S. psittacina
has been found to occur naturally in areas where the two species overlap. This hybrid is described
as Sarracenia x hummeri.

With Carson Trexler’s 2023 publication of two naturally occurring Sarracenia hybrids, there
appears to be renewed interest in formally naming previously discovered taxa. One remaining
unpublished example is Sarracenia flava L. x Sarracenia psittacina Michx.

Discussion

Sarracenia flava and S. psittacina are both primarily southeastern U.S. coastal plain denizens
(Fig. 1). Sarracenia flava has been found at least historically in six states, from southeastern Virginia
to southwestern Alabama (USDA). It also has occurred in several disjunct and likely relict sites in
the piedmont region of the Carolinas. Sarracenia psittacina has been found in six states, from South
Carolina to Mississippi, with a disjunct population in western Louisiana (USDA).

The two species overlap in four of these states, encompassing 34 counties. Both species readily
hybridize in the wild with others, most commonly as S. X catesbaei (S. flava x S. purpurea subsp.
venosa), S. * naczii (S. flava x S. rosea), and as S. x formosa (S. psittacina % S. minor) (pers. observ.).
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Figure 1. Historical Sarracenia flava distribution (left) and S. psittacina distribution (right).
Source: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, https://plants.sc.egov.usda.gov/
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Figure 2. Sarracenia x hummeri (A) opercula and peristomes are often partially to nearly

entirely fused. (B) Some leaves, however, are formed with these features open.

This hybrid was unknown to occur in the wild
(Bell 1952) but has been produced in cultivation.
Barry Rice writes on his Carnivorous Plant
FAQ site (Rice 2018) that “this unnamed hybrid
should exist in the wild,” and as late as 2011,
McPherson and Schnell (2011) indicated that
S. flava % psittacina has “never been recorded
to occur naturally,” even though “the ranges of
[the] species overlap.”

I’m pleased to report that Rice is correct:
Sheridan and Scholl (1993) wrote of its
discovery in the wild in CPN: “Discovered
in an open seepage bog by John Hummer on
6/12/88 in Liberty County, Florida. Additional
specimens of this hybrid were discovered by
Hummer in the same bog in 6/89 and 6/90.” The
color of the hybrids varies from yellow with
little veining to heavily red veined to almost
completely red.” An additional clone was
subsequently discovered in Bay County, Florida
by Clyde Bramblett (Michelle and Trent Meeks,
personal conv.)
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Figure 3. Sarracenia x hummeri petal and
sepal color variably pinkish-yellow.
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Diagnosis

Sarracenia X hummeri Lechtman nothosp. nov. (Figs. 1-4)
TYPE: Liberty County, Florida. Collected 27 June 2025 from cultivation, Jay Lechtman #2501
(US —holo).

Plants are intermediate in appearance between Sarracenia flava L. and Sarracenia psittacina
Michx., often forming ground-hugging rosettes, as in S. psittacina, but also variably bearing
suberect to erect leaves. Opercula and peristomes are often partially to nearly entirely fused (Fig.
2A) although some leaves are formed with open lids and orifices (Fig. 2B). Coloration varies from
yellow with minimal red venation to almost completely red (Fig. 4). Areolation typical of the S.
psittacina parent varies from largely diminished to entirely absent. Scape length favors the S.
psittacina parent with petal and sepal color variably pinkish-yellow (Fig. 3).

I have chosen to name this hybrid after its initial discoverer in the wild: long-time naturalist and
wetland horticulturalist John Hummer.
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Figure 4. Variation in leaf morphology of Sarracenia x hummeri even within the same plant.
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