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The ICPS Carnivores in the Classroom grant continues to demonstrate the remarkable impact 
that living carnivorous plants can have in educational settings. This year’s teacher reports reveal 
classrooms transformed into living laboratories, art studios, and community hubs—spaces where 
curiosity thrives, scientific concepts come alive, and meaningful human connections are formed.

From elementary art rooms to advanced biology courses, from ecology clubs to special education 
classrooms, educators across the United States used carnivorous plants to engage students in hands-
on learning. Teachers reported increased student ownership, deeper understanding of topics such as 
natural selection, photosynthesis, dormancy, and climate change, and a renewed sense of wonder 
toward the natural world. In many cases, the plants became far more than teaching tools—they 
became catalysts for empathy, collaboration, and long-lasting interest in botany and conservation.

Students researched plant habitats, observed diverse trapping mechanisms, propagated plants 
from seed, and eagerly volunteered to help with daily care. Some even “adopted” plants over school 
breaks. In one classroom, the presence of carnivorous plants fostered inclusion and friendship 
across general and special education populations; in another, they inspired interdisciplinary learn-
ing that blended art, science, and history. Across all reports, one theme was clear: learning with 
living plants is powerful.

Program support and sponsorship

This year’s Carnivores in the Classroom program was made possible through the extraordinary 
generosity of our sponsoring partners. California Carnivores pledged to sponsor up to 15 teachers, 
Carnivero pledged support for up to 5 teachers, and Pearl River Exotics pledged support for up to 
2 teachers.

Thanks to this strong backing, ICPS had more available sponsorships than applications during 
this grant cycle. While we were unable to place plants in every sponsored slot due to limited teacher 
applications, this level of support puts the program in an excellent position to expand in future years 
as awareness grows.

Looking ahead: Expanding our reach

We would love to see Carnivores in the Classroom reach more regions—and more countries. At 
this time, international participation remains limited, not due to lack of sponsor support, but because 
of low teacher interest or awareness outside our current applicant pool.

If you have ideas on how to better reach educators internationally, connect with schools or or-
ganizations abroad, or help us adapt the program for different regions, we would love to hear from 
you. Our goal is to place carnivorous plants into as many classrooms as possible and to inspire the 
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next generation of plant scientists, conservationists, artists, and lifelong learners—wherever they 
may be.

On behalf of ICPS, thank you to our teachers for sharing their stories, to our sponsors for their 
generosity, and to our members for supporting education as a cornerstone of plant conservation.

Carnivores in the Classroom — Teacher reports

David Upegui
The ICPS grant transformed our classroom into a dynamic living laboratory. From the moment 

the plants arrived, students were fully immersed, taking the lead in researching and setting up the 
ideal environment to help these “insect-eating wonders” thrive. This hands-on responsibility fos-
tered a deep emotional connection; one student even began calling the plants her “babies” and took 
them home to care for them during the December holiday break.

Professionally, the grant was essential for 
meeting science standards through tangible ex-
amples. We used the plants as primary models 
to discuss natural selection, observing how ad-
aptations such as active snap traps and passive 
pitfall traps evolved to provide advantages in 
nutrient-poor habitats. The plants also anchored 
lessons on photosynthesis and were featured 
in our annual Cell Organelle Campaigns in AP 
Biology.

As we move into a new school building next 
month, the plants will be prominently displayed, 
ensuring they remain a permanent fixture of our 
curriculum and a lasting tool for inspiring inter-
est in botany and conservation.

Irene Becerra
As a special education teacher, I am passionate about creating meaningful, inclusive experiences 

for my students, many of whom are non-verbal and have extensive support needs. The carnivorous 
plants provided through this grant gave us an incredible opportunity to do just that.

Timed perfectly with Inclusion Week, I invited general education classrooms to participate in 
a hands-on science lesson within my self-contained classroom. This allowed my students to share 
their curiosity and enthusiasm with peers who 
might not otherwise interact with them. Visiting 
students were amazed by the plants, explored 
them firsthand, and even helped create Venus 
flytrap models alongside my students—fostering 
collaboration, empathy, and friendship.

The excitement extended well beyond 
science. Students now regularly visit our class-
room, greet my students by name, and assist 
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them during recess, lunch, and physical education. I truly believe the carnivorous plants played a 
key role in building these authentic, daily connections.

Thank you for this wonderful opportunity. This grant supported both hands-on science learning 
and meaningful community building across our school.

Ashley Veselis
At the beginning of our unit, students were 

genuinely puzzled by the presence of plants 
in the art room. That initial confusion quickly 
turned to curiosity as they began wondering 
about these plants and their remarkable adapta-
tions. Having live plants in the classroom imme-
diately transformed the learning experience.

The Venus flytrap quickly became a favorite 
due to its movement and pop-culture familiar-
ity, while pitcher plants and sundews captivated 
students with their diverse trapping mechanisms. 
The art room became a true studio-laboratory 
hybrid, as students brought plants to their tables 
to draw from life and closely observe details.

This grant transformed artmaking from a 
skill-based task into a lived experience. Direct 
observation inspired artwork rooted in both sci-
entific understanding and creative expression, 
fostering interdisciplinary learning and a lasting 
appreciation for biodiversity and resilience in the 
natural world.

Megan Walley
As a teacher of intellectually gifted students, 

I am always searching for unique, engaging 
experiences. While planning a unit on unusual 
plants, I discovered the ICPS website and was 
thrilled to learn about the education grant.

My students were ecstatic when the plants 
arrived from California Carnivores. We re-
searched each species, potted our Pinguicula, 
watched Drosera catch gnats, and even observed 
a Dionaea capture a fly. With students ranging 
from 2nd through 6th grade, we explored the 
topic through research, videos, art projects, and 
presentations.

This grant allowed my students to experience plants they had never seen in person before, creat-
ing a truly unforgettable and enriching learning opportunity.
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Ecology Club Report
The Carnivores in the Classroom grant became the cornerstone of our ecology club this year. 

Unboxing the plants felt like discovering treasure. Our student founder, Tony Zhang, led identifica-
tion and care demonstrations, immediately captivating club members.

Over the following months, the plants served as living teaching tools. We explored native car-
nivorous plants of Texas, learned about species such as Sarracenia alata found in nearby bogs, and 
used plants from six continents to demonstrate convergent evolution. Hands-on propagation proj-
ects, including growing Drosera capensis from seed, fostered ownership and pride.

This grant transformed abstract ecological concepts into lived experience and helped grow a 
community of young conservationists.

Kyle Luo
COHS Gardening and Botany Club

Through the Carnivores in the Classroom grant, our high school club explored an entirely new 
group of plants while gaining hands-on growing experience. As a club focused primarily on outdoor 
edible plants, learning to grow carnivorous plants indoors—and use them for pest control—was eye-
opening.

Students eagerly cared for the plants, adopted them over breaks, and tracked new pitchers and 
captured insects. These plants have become integral to our growing rack and even inspired us to 
expand carnivorous plant displays throughout our culinary institute.

Beyond horticulture, students learned about habitats, cultivation, and conservation, as many car-
nivorous plants are threatened in the wild. We are deeply grateful to ICPS and California Carnivores 
for this opportunity.

Alejandra Breve Ferrari
I introduced our life science unit with a carnivorous plant demonstration, setting the plants around 

the room before students arrived. Without instruction, students immediately gathered, documenting 
observations and asking questions. This curiosity became my most effective classroom management 
tool.

The plants helped students connect photosynthesis, the carbon cycle, dormancy, and climate 
change to real organisms. After a rare winter snowfall, students worried the plants had died, leading 
to a powerful lesson on seasonal dormancy and plant adaptation.

This grant allowed me to teach science by giving students a purpose and a meaningful connec-
tion to the natural world—one that continues to inspire stewardship and awareness.

Theresa Celestine
I have been teaching 5th through 8th grade science at Wilkes-Barre Academy in Wilkes-Barre, 

Pennsylvania for the past four years. I have strived to introduce my students to the depth and breadth 
of science. As daunting a task as that might be, I can honestly say there has been little in my life that 
has been more rewarding. When my husband, Dr. Jeremy Celestine, a carnivorous plant enthusiast, 
suggested that we apply for this grant to deepen my students’ knowledge and understanding of these 
unique specimens of plants, I could hardly resist the opportunity.

As someone who has known about carnivorous plants, and has been interested to a modest extent, 
it would be fair to say that I did not know how I would introduce these into my classroom and what 
the outcome would be. I was pleasantly surprised to find that my 18 students (11 boys and 7 girls)  
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were ecstatic about having their very own bog 
garden in their classroom. In fact, hearing a bunch 
of 12- and 13-year-old boys bragging about plants 
instead of girls was welcome change of pace.

The students were interested to learn that the 
insects captured by the various plants are used 
mostly for their macronutrients like nitrogen 
and potassium. The knowledge that the students 
gained from PowerPoint presentations was also 
used throughout the year while we worked on 
macromolecules in other specimens such as ani-
mals, bacteria, and protists, and in the future, hu-
man physiology.

Overall, the opportunity given to me, and 
by proxy, my students has been invaluable in 
exposing the students to a variety of different 
organisms they would not otherwise have the 
opportunity to experience, as well as growing 
their own personal bog garden at home, from 
which I have received multiple pictures of from 
their parents.




