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Possible Pinguicula laueana hybrid
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Abstract: Near the type location of Pinguicula laueana Speta & Fuchs in Oaxaca, Mexico, a possible 
hybrid of P. laueana was observed. Further investigation is suggested to confirm the identity of the 
plant.

Observation

On the midmorning of 4 October 2023, near the type location of Pinguicula laueana Speta 
& Fuchs in Sierra Mixe, Oaxaca, Mexico, Forbes Conrad and I observed a possible hybrid of  
P. laueana (Fig. 1). Natural Pinguicula hybrids are uncommon due to geographic barriers (Basso 
2009). Natural hybrids of P. laueana (Fig. 2) are not currently known (J. Hernández-Rendón, 
pers comm. 2024; Lampard et al. 2016). Conrad spotted the plant with the unexpected leaf shape 
growing on a cliff wall surrounded by other P. laueana plants that did not look like other known 
Mexican species; the leaves looked similar to P. ‘Aphrodite’ with long narrow leaves with rounded 
tips. A likely suspect for the other parent species could be P. heterophylla Bentham, which Fernando 
Rivadavia also suggested (pers. comm. 2023). A brief search in the area for similar plants and other 
Pinguicula species was unfruitful. Perhaps the other parent species could be found on top of the 
cliff wall, but we did not have enough time to explore as we attempted to locate another P. laueana 
population. Further investigation is suggested to confirm the identity of the plant.
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Figure 1.  The possible Pinguicula laueana hybrid in Sierra Mixe, Oacaxa, Mexico.

Figure 2.  The Pinguicula laueana in Sierra Mixe, Oaxaca, Mexico.




